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north carolina

naturally wonderful

Equipment required?

Your five senses will do just fine.
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A Blue Ridge Parkway

Slow down and enjoy the drive on America’s
premier scenic byway. North Carolina’s
portion of the Blue Ridge Parkway stretches
252 smooth, curvy miles along high-
elevation crests with terrific views, such as
this view off the Linn Cove Viaduct. Plan
your journey around stops to hike nature
trails, explore small towns, experience
historic sites, visit art galleries, spread
picnics and gaze from roadside overlooks.




8 Weymouth Woods-Sandhills
Nature Preserve

North Carolina’s first designated natural
area celebrates 50 years in 2013. Set
among golf courses, peach orchards and
horse farms in the Sandhills area, the
900-acre Weymouth Woods-Sandhills
Nature Preserve harbors tall longleaf
pines, endangered red-cockaded
woodpeckers, rare bog spicebush and
other wildlife. Walk sandy paths to see
the Piedmont in its most natural state.
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naturally wonderful

The beauty of it all makes

it easy to stay awhile.

c Wild Horses

Watch free-range horses graze among
dunes and gallop on beaches around
Corolla on the northern Outer Banks,
Shackelford Banks and Ocracoke.
The smallish mustangs, called Banker
Horses, most likely descend from
mustangs left on these remote islands
by Spanish explorers five centuries
ago. Keep your distance; they may
live close to people, but they're
essentially wild animals.

o Looking Glass Falls

Of North Carolina‘s hundreds of
waterfalls, Looking Glass Falls beside
US 276 north of Brevard might be the
most visited and photographed. While
others require hikes to reach, this
thundering 60-foot drop allows easy
access, even by wheelchairs. Swim in
the pool at the base, but watch out
for slippery rocks.

e Blue Ridge National
Heritage Area

Established 10 years ago by an act of
Congress, the Blue Ridge National
Heritage Area includes the Cherokee
Qualla Boundary and 25 mountainous
counties in western North Carolina.
The designation promotes local history,
crafts, agriculture, music, parks, forests,
towns, waterfalls, hiking trails, scenic
byways, museums and other treasures.

THE QUALLA ARTS & CRAFTS MUTUAL IS THE
NATION'S OLDEST NATIVE AMERICAN COOPERATIVE
WITH AN ARRAY OF HANDMADE OBJECTS FOR SALE.

r Jockey's Ridge

Jockey's Ridge State Park in Nags Head
holds the East Coast's tallest sand
dunes. The sprawling patch of mostly
quartz particles, constantly reshaped
by sea winds, includes bare peaks,
maritime thickets and an estuary. Come
here for hang gliding, sand boarding,
kite flying, boardwalk strolling and
nature watching, then stay to see the
beautiful sunsets.
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CLICK HERE TO SEE MORE OF NORTH CAROLINA'S
NATURAL SCENIC BEAUTY ON FACEBOOK.

WV g —

1

l g -l l

o A B

st e .

} !

MOUNT MITCHELL

HIGHEST PEAK EAST
OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER

ELEVATION 6684 FT
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ALSO KNOWN A5 OBX,
THE OUTER BANKS STRETCH
FROM COROLLA ON THE
NORTHERN END TC

CAPE LOOKQUT AT THE
SOUTHERN TIP.
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